
Friends of the Library Meeting - May 20, 2026  (Community Room)

Meeting called to order at 1:02 pm by President Steve Kankus.


Board Attendance: All present


Steve Kankus	 	 President

Wayne Blann		 	 Vice-President

Barbara Crawford	 	 Secretary

Michele Merwarth 	 	 Corresponding Secretary

Lisa Blystone		 	 Treasurer

Donna Merchant	 	 Deputy Treasurer*

Domenick Patti	 	 Director

Susan Blann	 	 	 Director

There is a quorum for today’s meeting. 

Absent:  Jackie Smith

* This is a non-voting position except when the Treasurer is not present.


• Recording Secretary’s Report: 

	The minutes of the April 15th, 2026 meeting of the Board of Directors are hereby	

approved as presented.


• Treasurer’s Report:

The financial report for April is hereby approved as presented.


	 The Treasurer’s report is attached.


• As of this meeting, FOL membership is 222.


Old Business:


• M&T Simple Accept:  After a reassessment of the M&T Simple Accept cashless 
payment program, it was decided (post our April 15th meeting) that Simple Accept 
would not be advantageous to The Friends needs, and therefore we would not enroll 
in the program.  There were additional expenses, and the transfer of user rights 
between individuals would be more involved than The Friends anticipated.


• On-line membership enrollment: The same is true for accepting Membership Fees 
via the Website using the Syracuse Design Group. There was a price increase from 
the original quote and the monthly price also went up. Steve and Michele 
reassessed the costs and are looking for an alternative concept or vendor.


• Olde Home Days Donation: We donated $100.00 to Town of Marcellus for Olde 
Home Days advertising (same as 2025).


• By-law Changes: Changes to the FOL by-laws that were discussed, made & voted 
upon (Feb 18th) during our fiscal calendar year have been made & documented with 
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a revised date by Steve. Any additional changes to the FOL by-laws have been put 
on hold.


New Business: 

• Funding: Sophia has requested funding for $7,000 for the following:

	 Summer Reading Program ($5,500)

	 New Scientist Magazine Subscription ($190)

	 (3) Fall 2026 Erie Canal Museum Educator Talks ($450)

	 (2) Fall 2026 Erie Canal Museum Traveling Exhibits ($240)

	 (1) Fall 2026 Seward House Museum Talk ($100)

	 International Postage & Supplies for Postcard Program ($520)


A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve Sophia’s 
funds request for $7,000. The funds request is attached. 

Sophia has also requested Book Nook (1 free book) coupons for the adult summer 
reading program, with which The Friends are happy to comply.


• Report from the MFL’s May Board Meeting:  

MFL staff member Ilah Welch received her Master’s Degree in Library Science 
from Syracuse University. Congratulations Ilah!


	The MFL’s fall fund-raising gala will be held at Tuscarora Country Club. Dates 
and details yet to be finalized.


For a complete report of the Marcellus Free Library’s Board of Trustees, go to 
the MFL website.


• June Library Board Mtg:  Steve will be unavailable to attend the MFL’s June board 
meeting. Lisa Blystone has volunteered to go in his absence.


• Nominations Committee Update:

The Nominations Committee has proposed the following individuals for the Slate of 
Directors: 

Director & President:	 	 Steve Kankus

Director & Vice-President:	 Wayne Blann

Director & Treasurer: 	 	 Lisa Blystone

Director & Secretary:	 	 Barbara Crawford

Director:	 	 	 	 Susan Blann

Director:	 	 	 	 Donna Merchant

Director:	 	 	 	 Betsy Shake


Voting of the candidates will take place at the FOL June 17, 2026 meeting.
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• Olde Home Days Book Sale / Book Nook: 

Dottie Levy has asked for volunteers to take book sale signs and post them around 
Marcellus & the surrounding areas. The signs and a sign-up sheet can be found in 
the Book Nook. Dottie has also asked for volunteers to help alphabetize books.


• ALA & NYLA Dues: The Friends will be renewing their dues to ALA ($130.00) and 
NYLA ($150.00)  


• July / August Planning Meetings:  Dates to be determined.


Upcoming Events:


Olde Home Days Book Sale:  June 5, 6, 7


The next FOL Business Meeting is June 17th @ 1:00 pm. 


The next MFL Board Meeting is June 9th, 6:45 pm to 7:45 pm.


Steve adjourned the meeting at 2:02 pm.


Submitted by : Barbara Crawford, Recording Secretary



